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Industry highlights

Total usage: 101.7 mn. tonnes

• Aluminium, with its infinite recyclability, stands at the 
forefront of the global shift towards a sustainable industrial 
future. Its light weight and versatile applications from 
aerospace to consumer goods, demonstrate its vital role 
across sectors.

• Global primary aluminium production increased from 58.5 
million tonnes in 2015 to 73.8 million tonnes in 2025. China 
continues to be the leading producer of primary aluminium 
and accounted for about 63% of the global production.

Primary aluminium production by region, 2025 (%)
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• Extrusions and Flat Rolled Products (FRP) 
accounted for 33% and 30% respectively of the 
global aluminium usage in 2024, followed by 
Castings at 24% and Wire Rods at 10%.

• Transportation and building & construction sectors 
account for about half of global aluminium usage.

Source: International Trade CentreSource: MCG research estimate
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• Growing demand for “low-carbon aluminium” is leading primary 
smelters to adopt cleaner technologies. 

• Development of inert-anode and other advanced technologies aims 
to reduce direct carbon emissions from the smelting process. 

• Greater use of hydropower and rising investments in solar and wind 
energy are helping cut the carbon footprint of aluminium smelting.

• In the coming years, the aluminium industry is likely to witness 
capacity expansion through new greenfield projects and 
modernisation of existing smelters. A massive 3 million TPA smelter 
project announced by Vedanta in India reflects this.

• Global bauxite supply could face challenges as countries impose 
restrictions on raw ore exports in order to encourage domestic 
refining and value addition. 

• Globally around 26 million tonnes (~ US$ 76.5 billion) of primary 
aluminium was traded across countries in 2024.

Total usage: 101.7 mn. tonnes
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• World aluminium usage including primary and recycled metal 
grew at a about 2.4% per annum over the last ten years to 
reach 101.7 million tonnes in 2025. 

• Production and use of recycled aluminium, estimated at 
around 29 million tonnes, is set to increase at a faster pace as 
the industry focuses on decarbonisation and circularity.
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